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MAKEDA:
Empress of the
World Beat Center
by Angela de Joseph

Makeda Dread founder of the WorldBeat Multi-Cultural Community Center
Photo: Angela Hoffman
San Diego.

Step into the Egyptian themed sphere-shaped
WorldBeat Cultural Center (WBC) in San Diego’s
sprawling Balboa Park and notice a consciousness
shift as you enter a time-space conundrum. The
interior of the mystical building is cloaked in
vividly painted murals everywhere the human eye
can see. Museum quality artifacts from throughout the African diaspora and Indigenous cultures
are displayed and contrast against the brightly colored walls. It is reminiscent of the 1960s counterculture Haight-Ashbury neighborhood in San
Francisco.
I had been in the WBC before; for an elaborate
Kwanzaa event and recently for an Indigenous,
People of Color Decolonization Celebration. Both
events made use of the cavernous space and
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impeccable acoustics to feature musicians and
bring cross-cultural pollination to a multi-cultural
audience.
On Good Friday, I was in this divine space
again, this time to interview the Executive
Director and Founder, Makeda “Dread” Cheatom.
Right inside the doorway of this eclectic room is
the WorldBeat Café, a vegan restaurant. I am
early for our meeting so my friend, also named
Angela, and I order the Combo plate to share
which features samples of the four entrees and a
garden salad. As soon as the delectable food
arrives, I regret having to share. We take minibites of the Jamaican Red Curry, Costa Chica
Chili, Louisiana Creole Gumbo, African Peanut
Curry and the salad freshly picked from the
organic garden – Sublime.
Catching a glimpse of Makeda from across the
room, I am struck by her radiant beauty. The richness of her smooth ebony complexion is framed
by her cloth head wrap and vibrant African attire.
Once she speaks to me I feel as if I have always
known her. She is the embodiment of Makeda,
the Queen of Sheba, and a soul yet unborn.
As she shares the narrative of her 76-year journey in this life, it is apparent that she is uniquely
qualified to lead us through a cultural revolution.
Makeda knows she has taken a different path in
SEE Makeda, page 2

Standing Rock Update

proud to stand on the front lines of such
a critical battle at a pivotal

In Pursuit of the Black Snake
by The Lakota People’s Law Project

Judge Lee Christofferson ruled earlier
last week that the state of ND, law
enforcement and private security contractors must comply with discovery
demands from Chase Iron Eyes, pipeline
attorney and lawyer. The judge admonished deputy state’s attorney Chase
Lingle for his previous lack of compliance and ordered Morton County Sheriff
Kyle Kirchmeier to court testify under
oath. The judge then gave Kirchmeier
less than a month to comply with the
entire discovery demands, saying the
sheriff must produce an affidavit by the
end of April stating that he has done so.
Judge Christofferson also ordered militarized security contractor TigerSwan to
respond to the defense’s discovery
demands. The defense will be given 120
days for discovery, beginning May 1. All

remaining motions, including the
defense’s motion to pursue a “necessity
defense” will be due by July 20. The
hearing will be held on Aug 23. The
Iron Eyes Trial date has now been
moved back to November 5.
Chase Iron Eyes, Lakota People’s
Law Project Lead Counsel stated,
“We hoped for an encouraging outcome today and we got it. Our lives
depend on our collective ability to
stand in protest of injustices and in support of our inherent constitutional,
human and environmental rights. My
personal liberty is also at stake, and I’m
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words. “We’re elated that Judge
Christofferson upheld the court’s
prior decisions. In order for real
justice to be served, it is imperative that all of those involved in the
policing of Standing Rock during the
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At the trial in November, we look forward to presenting a complete picture of
what really happened at Standing Rock.”
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Makeda
Continued from page 1

life, “I’ve always been before my time,
I’ve always been someone that was in a
whole different dimension and frequency. I started meditating when I was 19years-old,” she explained.
Born to a multi-talented mother who
struggled with alcohol addiction, she
sought to fill the hole in her heart by
giving love to those around her.
Makeda’s passion for music, nature, and
art has transported her over obstacles
that would break most mortals. She
started the first vegetarian restaurant in
San Diego, The Prophet Vegetarian, and
introduced meditation and yoga here 40
years ago, long before it was chic. Her
popular radio show “Reggae Makossa,”
aired Sundays on 91X from 1983 to
2008. She broke through racial and gender bias to promote concerts, start a
radio station and produce the Bob
Marley Day Festival in San Diego for 35
years.
The crown jewel in Makeda’s considerable collection of achievements is
clearly the WorldBeat Center. Thirty
years ago, she renovated an abandoned
1-million-gallon water tower at the end
of the park, with no bathrooms or electricity and transformed it into a full
entertainment facility with a stage, dance
floor and community center. The once
empty structure is now home to a concert hall, vegan restaurant, art galleries,

and organic garden. She raised the capital and fought off detractors to hold on
to the building through tough economic
times and a changing San Diego.
Today, the WBC is a cultural mecca
for world renown artists and attracts
thousands of local residents and tourist
to its community center and classes.
Open seven days a week, classes include
Capoeira, Wuji Gong, African drumming, Yoga, Belly dance as well as Total
Body Fitness and classes for children.
The “Outdoor Classroom” program is
held in the center’s Children’s Peace
Garden where year-round hands-on
workshops expose inner-city kids and
adults to the benefits of recycling, composting and urban gardening. Working
in collaboration with schools, colleges,
and research labs, the WBC has spearheaded science appreciation through
curriculums featuring botany classes,
conservation, and solar cooking. In her
role as a health guru, Makeda stresses
the importance of getting away from the
television or the computer and enjoying
nature. Her dedication to a natural
healthy lifestyle and love for nature is
reflected in the center’s nutrition, exercise and even bird watching classes.
Makeda’s four decades of service has
been recognized by her many awards.
This year District 78 Assemblymember
Todd Gloria honored Makeda Cheatom
in his Woman of the Year award ceremony. In 2012, she was inducted into the
San Diego County Women’s Hall of

Fame by The Women’s Museum of
California as a Cultural Competent
Bridge Builder.
Bridge builder, multi-cultural art
ambassador, and successful entrepreneur
are only a few of the adjectives we could
use to describe this exceptional woman.
Keeping a nonprofit afloat through several political administrations, economic
turmoil, and shifting public policy, is a
testament to her business acumen and
fortitude. As if managing a staff of ten, a
restaurant, promoting concerts, hosting
events and running a school is not
enough, the WBC opened an art gallery
in Mexico.
Always ahead of her time, Makeda
embraced a fully sustainable recycling
and composting program, installed solar
tube lighting fixtures and was awarded
the Balboa Park Sustainability Award for
Aquaponics. The WBC is a LEED
Certified and USGBC Green Building.
Makeda stresses the importance of
giving back and living beneath her
means and credits an understated
lifestyle with helping her maintain the
center. “I’m still driving my old Volvo
and I help out people in need.” Makeda
often cooks and provides meals for families. She also volunteers to help the
5,000 Haitian refugees caught in limbo
in a shelter near the border in Tijuana.
“Being in the here and now we must
learn to love each other and lift each
other to our greatness and share,” she
says.

What is up next? Yes, there is more.
The WBC will be expanding next year
by adding a second story to the building
for a museum focused on the African
diaspora and restaurant with a view of
San Diego. The radio station programming will grow to include more shows
and voices. A health retreat and international excursions are also in the plans.
An exhibit and focus on Afrofuturism are
in the works.
This month the WBC staff is preparing for their 28th annual Multi-Cultural
Earth Day celebration on April 22, 2018,
from 12:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The FREE,
all-day family-friendly festival will feature live world bands; Native American
performances, Afro-Cuban percussion
and dance, Brazilian Samba, and
Japanese Taiko. There will be World
food and 50 arts & craft vendors along
with a seed swap, earth crafts and garden activities for children.
As I reflect on my time with Makeda
“Dread” Cheatom at the WorldBeat
Center, I am still awe-struck. She is living proof that people of color can harness their energy, talent, and sheer
willpower to achieve greatness. The
ancestors are proud.
If you want to raise your vibration
and experience art in a multidimensional
and transformational setting, stop by the
WorldBeat Center. It is Makeda’s gift to
San Diego.
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Dr. Willie Blair – San Diego BAPAC Leading the Way
by Dr. Willie
Blair, BAPAC
State President

I am very
pleased to
include in
this month’s
issue of my
column in
Indian Voices
Magazine
what I felt were some key highlights that
took place during the California State
Democratic Convention which was
recently held in San Diego, California.
The February 22-25, 2018 event yielded
several expected outcomes as well as one
or two surprises.
One such surprise was the unexpected
failure of the more than 2,000 delegates
who attended the Convention, to endorse
a Candidate that received enough votes
to obtain the coveted endorsement for
Governor in the upcoming June 5th
Primary election. With such well known
gubernatorial candidates in the race such
as Lt. Governor Gavin Newsome, former
Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa,

former Superintendent of Public
Instruction Delaine Eastin, Treasurer John
Chiang, and new entry, Amanda Renteria,
no candidate received the required 60
per cent threshold in order to capture the
coveted Democratic Party endorsement.
Therefore, it clearly appears that the race
for California’s next governor has no clear
front runner leading up to the primary
election, even though most recent polls
has Lt. Governor Gavin Newsome with a
slight advantage over his closest rivals.
Also present were candidates for other
statewide elections such as the race for a
full four year term for State Attorney
General. The major luminaries in this
very important race features sitting State
Attorney General Xavier Becerra, against
challenger State Insurance Commissioner,
Dave Jones. Both of whom spoke during
the very important Black Caucus session
of the Democratic State Convention.
And lastly of the major statewide 2018
primary races that were featured at
Convention was that of the U.S. Senate,
pitting incumbent U.S. Senator Diane
Feinstein ( who at 84 years old is the oldest member of the U.S. Senate ) against
State Senator Kevin de Leon, who

allegedly is representing the upcoming
young and progressive wing of the
California Democratic Party. At the Black
Caucus session of the Convention State
of worthy note, Senator de Leon made a
personal, brief presentation, while
Senator Feinstein was represented by an
African American member of her staff
who gave remarks on her behalf. In this
very important U.S. Senate race a recent
Berkeley IGS Poll has Senator Feinstein
leading Kevin de Leon 41 to 27 % with a
large percentage of the electorate undecided at this time.
It might also be added that dozens of
political aspirants running for various
regional and local offices throughout
California made an urgent appeal before
the Black Caucus for their own individual candidacies. These offices ranged
from positions such as the highly visible
Boards of Equalization to filling local
judicial slots.
The highlight of the session designated
as the Black Caucus portion of the State
Convention had to be the most electrifying speeches given by Congresswomen
Maxine Waters and Barbara Lee respectively, and 79th District State Assembly

Raising Political Awareness SESD Ground Zero
by Sam Bedwell, Vice President Southern
Region, BAPAC

It’s the political season all year long
everywhere and Southeast San Diego is
no exception. And March was a very busy
and productive political month throughout Southeast. A Record three African
American candidates, Ken Malbrough for
County Supervisor, Genevieve JonesWright for District Attorney and Monica
Montgomery for San Diego City Council
District 4 can all proudly claim to be lifelong San Diegans from Southeast San
Diego. Both Ken Malbrough and
Genevieve Jones-Wright had the opportunity to make their case before BAPAC’s
well informed membership.
Ms. Jones-Wright was BAPAC’s guest
speaker for it’s February meeting which
took place at the new Jackie Robinson

YMCA. Ms Jones-Wright along with students speakers from Helix High School
brought the packed YMCA to applause
many times over. The students discussed
the challenges they have been facing since
standing up for their Helix High classmate who was assaulted by a campus
police officer. Ms. Jones-Wright assured
the students that they had her support
and that she would bring needed fundamental changes to the District Attorney’s
office. Ms. Summer Stephan, the current
appointed District Attorney was also
invited but declined to attend.
BAPAC had a very successful District 4
County Supervisor forum on March 17.
The forum was attended by Former
Assembly Member Lori Saldana, former
District Attorney Bonnie Dumanis and
current Planning Group Chair and Retired
Deputy Fire Chief, Ken Malbrough. Dave

Myers, candidate for County Sheriff was
also in attendance and was brought into
the discussion a few times. Ms. Ellen
Nash the new San Diego BAPAC Chair
brought together an eclectic panel that
had thoughtful and pointed questions for
all three candidates who attended. Most
every topic from County finances, health
and human services to policing issues
were discussed. While all candidates were
well received by the large turnout, it was
evident that Ken Malbrough the Southeast
native, was the clear favorite. Malbrough
assured the audience that if he was elected as County Supervisor, “Southeast San
Diego would have a seat at the table.”
In the coming months before the June
primary, BAPAC is eager to hold 2 more
candidate forums. It hopes to hold a
forum for the race for Sheriff as well as for
the race for City Council for the 4th

member, Dr. Shirley N. Weber! Each of
these dynamic Black women in their on
way gave very uplifting and informative
presentations that made attending the
Convention and Black Caucus well worth
the time and effort! After digesting their
deliveries one was filled with the utmost
motivation and cultural pride!
And the last worthy point of note from
the Convention’s Black Caucus session,
Dr. Willie P. Blair, President and
Chairman of the Board of the Black
American Political Association of
California, ( BAPAC ) gave a brief
overview on the new collaborative efforts
that are now underway between BAPAC
and other Community Based organizations and other African American entities
throughout California. Especially with the
NAACP, the California Black Chamber of
Commerce, and the California Legislative
Black Caucus!
It should also finally be stated that
many kudos are in order for the excellent
planning and organization that was on
high professional display by the leadership of the California Black Caucus. Most
specifically, by the Chair and Co-chair of
this fine organization, Mr. Darren Parker
and Ms. Taisha Brown, respectively!
District. Any change in the leadership of
these two races could mean seismic
changes for communities in Southeast San
Diego! And this spring, BAPAC will also
be moving forward on kickstarting a long
awaited and much needed Legal Defense
Fund. The soon to be named fund will
work to advance social justice issues
throughout San Diego county. BAPAC
leadership has stated that no issue will be
too small or too complex for the Legal
Defense Fund. Watch this space for specific news about the forthcoming Fund...

A FACE OF CHANGE
or AFOC is the next
generation nonprofit
501(c)(3).
What does that mean? It means it does not have one specific focus.
Its operations are to create more awareness and mindfulness about and collaborate
with those individuals, groups of people or nonprofits that already exist. And in doing
so help them by bringing innovative new ideas through collaborative efforts.
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The Root Digger Corner
Yvette Porter Moore is a professional
genealogist and San Diego Community
Historian. She has been conducting
genealogy research since 2000.
yportermoore@gmail.com
www.theancestorshavespoken.blogspot.com

RootsTech’s 2018
Convention
by Yvette Porter-Moore

I usually attend at least one genealogy
convention every year. This year I chose
to attend RootsTech which was held in
Salt Lake City, Utah on February 28March 3, 2018. RootsTech’s 2018
Convention was an amazing experience
for those in attendance, and for those that
decided to participate through the online
webinar series. RootsTech was sponsored

Henry Louis Gates

AIWA- AMERICAN
INDIAN
WARRIORS
ASSOCIATION
All Military
Veterans Welcome.
William Buchanan, President
Call: 1-858-243-8715 cell

by Living DNA this year. RootsTech
exceeded my expectations.
There were well over 200 Breakout
Sessions for all levels of experience, more
than 150 exhibitors in the Expo Hall, 300
classes and 20,000 plus folks in attendance. RootsTech is one of the largest
genealogy events around. It can be overwhelming, so one needs to plan well in
advance as to how they are going to participate. You will be surrounded by DNA
specialists, experienced genealogists,
speakers, and genealogy/historian instructors, as well as the family history novice.
Some of the classes included,
Understanding DNA, learning new tools
to help with your research, preserving
photos and documents, preserving and documenting your
family stories and learning
how to organize and archive
research collected. Some of the
classes pertained to African
American, Native American,
and other ethnic research.
This year, I was granted a
full paid conference admission
on behalf of the Mid-Western
African American Genealogy
Institute (MAAGI). This was
MAAGI’s first year to have a
booth at RootsTech in collaboration with BlackProGen Live,
also their first year. I had the
opportunity to work the booth
as a five-year alumni of
MAAGI. Another organization
that was in attendance for its first time
was the Afro American Historical and
Genealogical Society (AAGHS). The
Cherokee Heritage Center of Tahlequah,
OK were also present in the expo, and
had been in prior years. There was much
more diversity at the convention this year,
and I hope that this becomes more than a
trend.
One of the highlights of the conference
was having the opportunity to attend the
African Heritage Social and hear Author
Regina E. Mason speak about her 3x
Great Grandfather, William Grimes who

ALAN LECHUSZA AQUALLO
Shirley Murphy, President
Taspan Consulting
5457 Sycuan Rd.
El Cajon,CA
619-994-5796
www.taspan.org

Black Phone Records
Native Scholar Performer
Composer Phd
(Luiseno/Maidu)
Advocate for Native Youth
and Scholarships
alan@blackphonerecords.com

Regina Mason

Kenyetta Berry

was born a slave and documented his
experience through his memoir, “Life of
William Grimes, The Runaway Slave. Mrs.
Mason through many years of research
discovered that this man was related to
her, and knew she needed to keep his
memory alive by sharing his story. William
Grimes not only wrote and published the
first fugitive slave narrative in American
history but did so without outside influences. Henry Louis Gates, of “Finding
Your Roots” deliberately attended this
event to have the opportunity to meet
Mrs. Mason. The author was pleasantly
surprised by this encounter.
Another highlight of the day was to listen to Natalia La Fourcade, the song
writer for CoCo, the movie that won a
2018 Oscar the following day. Natalia was
amazing! She spoke about the importance
of family and performed a few songs
including “Remember Me.” That was performed in the hit film CoCo. The
RootsTech family presented Ms. La
Fourcade with her family history, where
she discovered that her Great Grandfather

was from France and settled in Chile’. She
had always thought her roots were from
Mexico. In the discovery, she found that
she was from a long line of musicians. La
Fourcade, has now become one of my
favorite artists, and I hope to hear more
from her in the near future.
On Saturday, March 3, I ended my day
with listening to Henry Louis Gates as he
spoke on the main stage, sharing some of
his family history and episodes from the
“Finding Your Roots” tv program shown
on PBS. The audience was packed and the
lines were so long for his book-signing
that it went out the door. The books available for autograph were “In Search of Our
Roots” and “The Annotated African
American Folktales.”
My hope is that more people of color
interested in their family history and
genealogy will come out and be a part of
the next RootsTech experience scheduled
for February 27-March 2, 2019. I look forward to seeing and networking with you
there.

Hear Our Voices

some cases, days seem to just come and
go without meaning. For the families of
so many that are missing and murdered
the new year is just another day without
their loved one. The deep emptiness
inside their beating hearts mourn during
these days and we forget how precious
life really is until it hits close to home.
This is why I decided that we needed
to host a Missing & Murdered
Indigenous Men & Women
Awareness Drive in our community. I
knew there were families that felt all
hope was lost and carried the worries of the world on their shoulders.
This awareness drive was focused on
letting the families feel a sense of
relief showing the love and support
they have for their loved one.

by Meskee Yanabah Yatsayte Founder-Navajo
Nation Missing Persons Updates

GALLUP, NM – The hardest holiday
seasons to face have passed and leads to
a new beginning for most families. In

Elke W. Chenevey
Vice President
Financial Advisor

619/699-3707 (office)
619/758-3619 (fax)
NMLS #637220

AALEMAN & ASSOCIATES
Henry Mendibles Associate

220 Sage Road
El Cajon, CA 92012
Email treefuzz@cox.net
619-593-1754
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Black Path Commentary: Critical Analysis on Culture, Community, & Struggle

The Nguzo Saba: Principles & Practice
Critical to the Rescue and Reconstruction of
Black Family, Community and Culture - Pt. 5

Tukufu Kalonji

Clovis Honoree

by Tukufu Kalonji and Clovis Honoré

Moving forward in our discussion on
the Nguzo Saba as an African centered
value system, its beauty, and benefit to
Black people, we now address the fourth
principle of the Nguzo Saba. That principle is Ujamaa–Cooperative Economics.
Ujamaa tells us “To build and maintain
our own stores, shops, and other businesses and to profit from them together.”
Ujamaa is also a philosophical position

and an applied practice. Ujamaa calls for
us to assume and accept the responsibility
for our community in terms of developing
a political economy that is ethical and
equitable in relationship to the masses
rather than a political economy favorable
to a few.
The Swahili word Ujamaa means
‘extended family’, ‘brotherhood’ or ‘socialism’. As a political concept it asserts that a
person becomes a person through the
people or community. Julius Nyerere, a
Tanzanian anti-colonial activist, politician,
political theorist, African nationalist and
African socialist; promoted a political philosophy known as Ujamaa. He used
Ujamaa as the basis for a national development project.
Dr. Karenga in his cultural studies
research builds on and borrows Nyerere’s
work by instituting Ujamaaa as defined in
Kawaida philosophy as a key principle
when creating the Nguzo Saba. Inherent

4th Annual Social Justice
and Education Conference
by Clovis Honoré, Lisa Da Silva

Social justice is alive and well in San
Diego. City College keeps it real in March
every year.
“ ‘The Fourth Annual Social Justice
Conference at San Diego City College;
TEARING DOWN BARRIERS, BUILDING
BRIDGES’, really represents what City
College is at its heart. It really is an education conference,” says Professor Paul
Khalid Alexander, the organizer of the
conference and Professor of English at
San Diego City College. “Social justice
without education,” says Mr. Alexander,
“social justice without empowerment, is
like a donkey with books on its back. It
is not going to be able to go out and
teach, change its status. At the conference”, Professor Alexander says, “we’re
trying to help them embrace that knowledge and use it to change the world.”
With Community College trustees,
community members, non-profit organization representatives, and funders in
attendance, the conference is predominantly aimed at community college students and was very well attended by high
school students as well. President Ricky
Shabazz, who gave an introductory
address, is highly regarded by both students and faculty as someone who is very
present in the community.
Suzy Molina Bibian is the Senate
President of the Associated Students
Government 2017-2018 Executive
Council, and a member of Pillars of the
Community, a non profit community
organizing group in Southeastern San
Diego which strives to counter the criminalization of the community through

community organizing, leadership development, and strategic partnerships.
Bibian explains, “the conference is for students to get more learning and awareness
of what is going on in today’s society and
learn about systems that are placed into
our communities.”
This year’s conference offered a diverse
array of speakers and workshops, including such topics as the school to prison
pipeline. Suzy did not want to use the
term ‘woke’, but this word accurately
describes the high energy of the participants in the conference.
After the address by college President
Ricky Shabazz, Ph.D., a prayer by a local
Native American elder, a poetry reading,
and a brief ceremony calling in the spirits
of our ancestors, the keynote speech was
given by Dr. Cheryl Tawede Grills, Ph.D,
on “Racial Stress and Trauma: Healing
Through Knowledge, Justice, and
Community.”
The overflow crowd at the Saville
Theater, which appeared to be mostly students under thirty, was addressed by Dr.
Grills as being the “vanguard of the rescuers of democracy” in the United States.
She cited many historic examples of how
young people in this country have led the
most powerful social movements of the
last 50 years. She also commented on
how impressive City College is in the
depth of its commitment, and to the quality of the conference, based on her global
travels to many of these types of events.
She stressed during her keynote
speech, and in the break-out session, the
urgent need for young people, and all
people, to continue this work of social
justice and transformation, not just as an

in this conception of Ujamaa is a call for
building a system of shared work and
wealth. This fourth principle of the Nguzo
Saba and its implication is critical for our
establishing a political economy again that
is ethical and equitable to our community.
Ujamaa affirms and reinforces that we as
community will prosper if we do the work
necessary. At the same time it it’s such a
system that additionally has a safeguard
against unequal gain and distribution of
wealth and subsequently power.
Dr. Maulana Karenga, creator of
Kwanzaa and the Nguzo Saba, provides an
incisive position and analysis of Ujamaa in
a communal and global context in his
Annual Founder’s Kwanzaa Message—
2017, titled “PRACTICING THE PRINCIPLES OF KWANZAA: REPAIRING,
RENEWING AND REMAKING OUR
WORLD.” Published in the Los Angeles
Sentinel, 12-28-17, p.A6. Dr. Karenga
asserts that;
Ujamaa (cooperative economics) is the
principle and practice of shared work and
shared wealth central to the ethics of the community harvest. Ujamaa means family hood
and speaks to how we should do economics as
familiars who care about each other’s wellbeing and the well-being of the world.

Ujamaa upholds the rights and dignity of
workers and the rights of all people to the
good and wealth of the world and to be free
from plunder by predatory corporations and
countries. It rejects crass consumerism, vulgar
individualism and market driven practices
which pose plunder as progress, destruction of
the earth as development, and ecocide as the
salvation of the human species. It means
imagining and putting in place economic
cooperative structures that bring people
together to increase capacity, satisfy needs,
and learn and live life-enhancing values
which can be transferred to other areas of life.
In summary like the preceding and the
forthcoming remaining principles, this
idea and practice of Ujamaa, i.e. collective
work and responsibility as a cultural value
is critical to our overall collective community and subsequent personal growth and
development. It reaffirms and reinforces
within us the necessity of shared work
which results in shared wealth.

intellectual endeavor, but calling for a
“cultural re-anchoring” of engaging the
heart, as well as the mind, and the importance of doing one’s own personal work
first, leading “from the inside-out”. She
also emphasized the need to become
more aware of our interconnectedness to
one another, in order to be truly effective
in caring for one another.

The vast array of speakers and issues
made it clear that we are living in
extremely challenging times and we are at
a critical turning point in our history as a
people and as a nation. We are “it”, and
we have the power collectively to move
toward a positive future, but we must
work within a more holistic framework.

Mapambano Yanaendelea
(Another Swahili phrase for saying
“the Struggle Continues!”)
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descendant Americans?
If not, can a similarly situated group of
Blacks ( African-descendants] co-exist
with the White national groupings in a
political form?
The Black
Intelligentsia thinks it
not only can but it is
the best way out of
this political mess that
White Nationalism
has created. So left up
to the African-descendant Lawyers, UN
Human Rights
Defenders, and international experts it
appears that the most
peaceful way to exist
is by mutually existing
through a set of agreements called a “Free Association
Government” that can manage its own
education, employment, policing, and
property disputes. This is nothing new, in
fact, this is one of three legal relationships
that we have with the White nationalist
group the other two are a commonwealth
relationship or a 51st state. The present
political paradigm has worked for the
American cities and nation and it looks
pretty good as their and our ideas, their
and our hard work works for them.
However, we make us ask ourselves does

this political paradigm work for us? The
answer has come back a resounding no
from our signatories, who are Black
Indians, Moors, Academics, Newspapers,
Indian Tribes, Legal Associations,
Churches, N’Cobra [
and all the Reparations
organizations,
Students, and others.
The issue of the
human right of choice
allows us to have a
new relationship with
the White Nationalist
group of Republicans
and Democrats. Many
of our signatories
understand that. We
are actually talking
about taking a breath
of fresh air. an adjustment, from an oppressive status to a complete change of politics that is a kind of a
why bother with the system of White
Nationalism from the standpoint of a simple minority of their White nationalist
group when we are not in reality or under
international law?
Anthropology, Archaeology, craniology,
and the new science of ancient forensics
has convinced us by a preponderance evidence that we are not simple minorities.
The evidence says that our admixtures are
indigenous to the soil of America

We are a group of International
lawyers, law firms, UN Human Rights
Defenders and The American Institute of
Human Rights will be discussing an international approachs a CHANGE OF LANGUAGE and a CHANGE OF POLITICAL
TACTICS at the 10,000 Black Men’s
Convention in Washington at the REPARATIONS and SELF-DETERMINATION
all day Workshop on Sunday April 22,
2018 at Shiloh Baptist Church hosted by
Atty. Malik Zulu Shabazz Black Lawyers
for Justice.
Over the last three days, we confederated with the International Attorney
Association of Black Lawyers, Indian
Voices Newspaper and the Washitaw
Indians
We will also be explaining by Webinar.
Please leave your information on our site,
or be a citizen.
We want you. Please go to www.adconfederation and www.aihrights.com
“CONFEDERATE OUR CAPITULATE”
According to our best scholars, it is
necessary that we DECOLONIZE and
organize an insular independent nation as
AFRICAN NATIVE DESCENDANT
AMERICANS so that we can have CONTROL OVER OUR 1.2 Trillion a year
economy.
We can WIN ... Once we know the
rules of the game.

Chicano Muralists Contingent to Paint
Mural in Barrio Lawton in Havana

Cuba for now 15 years, and have participated in working with Muraleando
painting a portrait of Arsacio Vanegas
Arroyo, his grandfather printed Jose
Guadalupe Posada in the turn of the
century till his death in 1911. Arsacio
was also a mask wrestler who trained
the guerrilla in DF, he was a physical
conditioning and martial artist. In the
past I also painted a portrait of my
friend and poster designer Alfredo
Rostgard who did the famous CANCION
PROTESTA rose.
Our team is now composed of Carlos
Callejo, Joe Bravo from Los Angeles
Calexico way, Raul Gonzales from L.A.
MICTLAN MURALS and myself. We will
also be accompanied by Enrique

Ramirez and son, musician of
ALACRANEZ, Rondalla Amerindia from
SDSU, and later moved to bay area and
formed several groups including LOS
PELUDOS…
We have had several teleconferences
and are looking at issues we want to
elaborate on our murals, including ecology, history, and a theme for the international day of women. We have been discussing a new mural in Barrio of
Guanabacoa with a possible MUSICA
THEME. Carlos Callejo, Enrique
Ramirez, Joe Bravo, Raul Gonzalez, Nivia
Herrera, Mario Chacon, Victor Ochoa,
Sylvia Gunn, Rivemar Guadalupe,
Adolfo V. Nodal, Berta Jottar, Turiya
Mareya Mictlan, Rose Davis.
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Is a Black
Confederated
Nation the Answer?
by Mustafa Ansari

Office of the Dean-American Institute
of Human Rights.
Can ‘White American Political norms’,
the norms that tie all of the White
Republicans and the most extreme
Democrats White liberals benefit African-

by Victor Ochoa

tially contacted by Manolo Baldrich of
PROJECT MURALEANDO in Barrio

Welcome to Minorities for Medical Marijuana
The expectations are very high to do
this journey, muralist Carlos Callejo of
Los Angeles and El Paso Texas, was ini-

Lawton, and asked him to compose a
group of Chicanos to participate in this
year’s International Arts Fair and
Exchange… I have been working with

M4MM is a nonprofit organization
providing advocacy, education,
training, and outreach to underserved communities.
Marijuana
Minorities for
Medical Marijuana,
Inc. (M4MM) is
organized as a non
profit organization with corporate offices
based in Orlando Florida. The organization is structured as a 501c3 with a full
Executive Team and Board of Directors

who support the organization’s overall
goals and strategic direction. The organization was established in
May 2016 and currently
has 15 state chapter locations throughout the
country including a
Northern California chapter based in Oakland.
M4MM’s mission is
focused on providing
advocacy, outreach,
research, and training as it relates to the
business, social reform, public policy,
and health /wellness in the cannabis
industry.
www.minorities4mmunited.org
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Photos Rochelle Porter

Pat Merrill Named GM & Head Coach of San Diego Seals
Pat Merrill is a Veteran National League Lacrosse Player and he was chosen to be
the Head Coach of the new National Lacrosse San Diego Seals team. Everyone needs
to get the season tickets ahead of the November season starting and check out the
great looking gear while you are on the sight. Let’s give our support to this new past
time sport in the San Diego area. Games will be played at
the Valley View Casino Center. A new great reason to go
the Arena.

Commodores at Sycuan Live and Up Close Took the
Audience and a Trip Down Memory Lane
Ava Bright Receives Certificate of Excellence
from Pastor Ray L. Smith
While surrounded by family, and friends Ms Ava Bright finally accepts
an award for her lifetime of giving to the Community and giving of her
self to several adopted and foster children.

Central San Diego Chamber of Commerce
Celebrate African Americans in Higher Education.
These are a few of the Educators that were honored by the CSDBCC

Cindy Marten, Gail Balcer, Beck Pettit, top Chanelle McNutt, Gerald
Ramsey, Jeffery Carr, Bruce Mayberry, Aaron Bruce, Ricky Shabazz
and Khi Jackson

Pastor Ray L. Smith of United Missionary Baptist Church honors Ava Bright with an
Certificate of Excellence for her community service and over 30 years of Adopting
and Foster care.

Dyron Bray, Ava Bright Honoree, Duntae
Bright and Donyelle Clemons come out to
honor their mother for receiving Certificate
of Excellence Award.

Sharon Thomas, Ava Bright
Honoree and brother Don Gray
come out in support of this community Angel.
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What is Afrofuturism?
by Makeda Ori Cheatom

Afrofuturism is the reimagining of a future filled
with arts, science, and technology seen through a black
lens. Afrofuturism uses the imagination, technology,
mysticism, liberation and Black culture. I love the way
Afrofuturism is in music, film, art, fashion, literature
and our African
folklore. It’s not just
science fiction (sci-fi)
with black
characters but an exploration of
what it means to be black.
Afrofuturism sees the past, present,
and future as one.
One recent example of
Afrofuturism is Marvel’s new
film, Black Panther. It’s an
example of what an
afrofuturistic world
would be like. I like
how Black
Panther
reimagined
history
and
the

future with Wakanda, a fictional country which was never colonized
and is the most advanced nation the world both in technology and
social programs. In the film, Wakanda appears to be a third world
backward country by outsiders but is actually a secretly advanced high
tech society. It’s the first time we see an African country without an
outsider stealing its resources. In Wakanda, you can see elements of
African indigenous tribes even though it is futuristic.
The film also sees a world with an equal
balance of power between men and
women with characters like Princess
Shuri, the country’s tech
genius, Dora
Milaje, an allfemale military
group that
protects the
King and the
fictional
nation of
Wakanda.
Black
Panther is
an example
of how
Afrofuturism
can explore the
developing
intersection of
African/AfricanAmerican culture
with technology. I
cannot relate to most
superhero movies so I
was glad to see Black
Panther with a mostly
black cast that looked
like me. Black Panther broke
various box office records and is a top grossing film.
The term Afrofuturism was first coined by author Mark Dery in a
1994 essay "Black to the Future," but its roots go back long before. Sun
Ra was one of the first pioneers of afrofuturistic music, he is known as

the ‘godfather’. Sun Ra
was a Jazz musician,
legend, philosopher
and mystic who
believed to come from
Saturn. He was the
godfather sent to
bring peace. He said
that one evening in
the 1930s he was
abducted into an alien
spacecraft. They took
him voyage to Jupiter
where his alien
captors prompted him
with a mission: to
transport Black people away from the violence and racism of planet
Earth. Sonny became Sun Ra, who worked on the other side of time.
Sun Ra used sound and sound technology as an experiment to take
blacks to space. He believed in cosmic technology where music could
heal the world. Sun Ra's music and identity are an example of how
Afrofuturism can deconstruct the black identity and be used as a tool of
resistance. I was fortunate to meet Sun Ra. In fact I followed him to
different venues, to get healed by his music and secretly I would get
abducted to his spacecraft. One day after a concert with Steel Pulse
in San Diego I went backstage and asked him, “Sun Ra, why can’t
we African American brothers and sisters come together?”, he
looked at me and said, “lack of discipline” and walked away. From
that they on, I was self determined. That’s why Kujichagulia is my
favorite day of Kwanzaa.
In the 1960s Sun Ra released the album and movie ‘Space is the
Place’, to comment on race and social conditions. It’s the perfect
combination of sci-fi, historical fiction, fantasy, and Afrocentrism.
His film does an amazing job at binding together black power, free
jazz, new wave, and sci-fi. It’s a journey of Sun Ra traveling time
and space with his Arkestra with the final objective ultimate of
cosmic freedom for black people on Earth.
Sun Ra along with artists like George Clinton, Jimmy Hendrix,
Lee Scratch Perry, Miles Davis and Afrika Bambaataa helped pave
the way for 21st century afrofuturistic artists like Janelle Moane,
Outkast, Erykah Badu, Missy Elliot and FKA Twiggs.
Thanks to Black Panther Afrofuturism is coming into the
mainstream and it’s important that afrofuturism becomes more
visible because it allows the stories of black people to be told and heard.
Many early science fiction writers like Octavia Butler and Charles
Saunders struggled getting their work published.
Octavia Butler is one of the most recognized science fiction writers

Afrofuturism,
Earth Day and
Black Panther
Every year on Earth Day WorldBeat Cultural Center has a
theme and this year we’re saluting Afrofuturism. Last year we
visited Hopiland and brought back Hopi elders and children and
don’t let me leave out the great kachinas we were gifted by the
Hopi Sun clan. Afrofuturism is a decades old concept and term
coined by Mark Dery in 1994. WorldBeat Center’s 28th Annual
Multi-Cultural Earth Day will host a soft opening of Jessi
Jumanji’s Afrofuturism exhibit; the official opening night will be
Friday, April, 28th at 7 pm. The exhibition will also include
visual art pieces by Weldon May. Jessi’s pieces will be an
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with over a dozen
written books. She
constantly said in
her interviews that
she enjoyed
writing sci fi
because it gave her
freedom; she felt
sci fi allowed her
to do anything
with no walls
(unless she chose
to build them) and
could comment on
every aspect of
humanity and she Octavia Butler
did. Many of her
novels are about
climate change, religion, identity, power, and solitude. In her stories, she
would write about the problems that society had not yet addressed like
climate change and what would happen in the
future.One of Ms. Butler's best-known novels, "Kindred"
(Doubleday, 1979),
told the story of a
modern-day black
woman who must
travel back to the
antebellum South
to save the life of a
white, slaveholding
ancestor and, in so
doing, save her
own. The book was
rooted in the
experience of the
author's mother,
who worked as a
maid. "I didn't like
seeing her go
through back
doors," Ms. Butler
once told
Publishers Weekly.
"If my mother hadn't put up with all those humiliations,
I wouldn't have eaten very well or lived very
comfortably. So I wanted to write a novel that would
make others feel the history: the pain and fear that black

afrofuturistic homage to mother
nature.
Jessi Jumanji is a
multifaceted visual artist from
Memphis, TN, currently
residing in South Central Los
Angeles. With a passion for
African history, nature, and the
otherworldly, she explores the
many dimensions of
Afrofuturism through digital
collage and painting. Each
creation is a synthesis of
historical findings and artistic
expression, confronting societal
woes and triumphs while
celebrating the resilience and
beauty of the African diaspora
throughout time. In her
captivating collages, Jessi pieces
together the many elements of nature, from plant life and wildlife

people have had to live through in order to endure."
So why is science fiction so important for black people? Sci-fi
writers are amazing because they teach history like Charles
Saunders in his novel series, Imaro. Sci-fi writer, Samuel Delany
says “we need images of tomorrow, and our people need them
more than most”. In an interview with the author who coined
“afrofuturism” in his essay “Black to the Future”, Mark Dery, he said
“The historical reason we’ve been so impoverished in terms of
future is because, until fairly recently, as a people we were
systematically forbidden any images of our past.” While we cannot
rewrite history, we can have hope as we project our own future and
the future is now.
Afrofuturism is important to me because there needs to be a
future where people of the African diaspora will overcome the
current issues of social inequality. Afrofuturism shows us what that
looks like and it looks like hope. Afrofuturism has many branches
and I am excited to continue to share more on it. Look for the
follow up, “The Dogon Tribe and the star Sirius” on the next Indian
Voices issue. Wakanda Forever.

to geology and
anatomy. She
makes the past,
present, and future
coexist with each
composition, while
simultaneously
challenging
society's views of
African people,
their place in
society, and the
immeasurable
contributions they have made to the
world since the beginning of time.
Sunday, April 22nd come out with
the family to WorldBeat Center’s MultiCultural Earth Day from 11 AM to 7
PM and enjoy live music performances
by Triston Palma, Rob Symeonn, Black
Prophet from Ghana, Queen Makedah Levi, Lambsbread from

Hawaii, Empress Akua, and Maka Roots. Earth Day will also
feature a Native American Blessing by the Red Warriors and Aztec
Dance. Plus our classes will showcase Afro-Cuban Percussion and
Dance, African Drum and Dance, Brazilian Samba, Japanese Taiko,
and Egyptian Drum and Dance. Also, don’t miss the Annual Seed
Swap presented the San Diego Seed Library and WBC’s Children’s
Peace Garden and Children’s art activities by Maria Cruz. Free
event, for all families and all cultures!
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San Diego American Indian Health Center Stepping Up the Game
by Paula Brim

Exciting things are happening at the San
Diego American Indian Health Center
(SDAIHC). Founded in 1979, the Center
has a rich history in the American Indian
community. Always striving to fulfill our
mission of “excellence in healthcare with
respect for custom and tradition”, the
Center focuses on the whole person, body
mind and spirit.
As a Patient Centered Medical Home,
SDAIHC provides comprehensive, compassionate primary medical, dental and behavioral health care to American
Indians/Alaskan Natives and low income
community members. A Youth Center
provides early intervention/prevention programs that are so needed in today’s high
stress environment. The organization has
earned trust and loyalty by serving its community with respect, dignity and cultural
sensitivity.
In November 2017, the Center moved a
giant step forward by purchasing the properties at its current location. The three
building at 2602, 2630 and 2660 First

Special Invitation
We are happy to share the following
information with All of our Friends
and Relatives.
Let’s all “Thank” Mr. & Mrs. Lenny
Medina, President of the “Traditional
American Indian Society”, Norman OK.,
for inviting us to a Major Pow Wow
being held in San Antonio, Texas on May
4/5, 2018, at the La Valita
Riverwalk/Downtown San Antonio. There

Avenue now comprise the SDAIHC campus. Currently housed in 2602 and 2630
First Ave,
the acquisition of the
building at
2660 First
Ave. will
allow us to
eventually
expand our
medical,
dental and
behavioral
health services and
provide
more office
space for
support staff.
While the acquisition of the buildings is
very exciting, we still have a long way to
go toward reaching our goal of raising
money for renovation. We hosted a
Ribbon Cutting and Capital Campaign
Kickoff on February 9, 2018, marking the
official start but now the real work begins.

As a 501(c)3, non-profit corporation, all
donations made to SDAIHC are tax
deductible.
We will be
hosting the
Balboa Park
Pow Wow
again this
year, celebrating the
30th anniversary. The
Balboa Park
Pow Wow
will take
place on
Mother’s Day
Weekend,
Saturday and
Sunday, May 12th - 13th, 10 a.m. – 6:00
p.m., at the southwest corner of Park
Boulevard and Presidents Way. The Pow
Wow is a cultural event that showcases the
heritage and traditions of American
Indians. As is our custom, the event will
open with Kumeyaay Bird Singers in
recognition of their place as San Diego’s

“first people”, followed by traditional gourd
dancing, grand entry and inter-tribal dancing throughout the afternoon.
Balboa Park Pow Wow is sponsored by
the San Diego American Indian Health
Center in partnership with the Soaring
Eagles Youth Dance Group. Vendors of
Native American ancestry will sell authentic jewelry, clothing, bags, blankets, etc.
On Saturday, we will honor Wilbur
Solomon, a member of the community and
veteran, for his service. On Sunday, all
Mothers present will be asked to participate in an honoring ceremony. We invite
everyone to come join us at the Balboa
Park Pow Wow for a wonderful family
experience.
To promote a healthier living environment and community, staff from SDAIHC’s
medical, dental, behavioral health, and
youth center teams will be present to
acquaint the community with its many
services. Please come and learn of the
many services offered by SDAIHC.
For additional information on SDAIHC
or the 2018 Pow Wow, please call 619234-2150 or visit www.sdaihc.org.

will be a large representation of many,
different Tribes and Nations attending.
This will be a very special milestone for
the Black Seminoles because, as of any
combined knowledge, it will the first
time of which the “United Warrior Band
of Black Seminoles/Texas & Mexico “John Horse Band”, under Chief William
“Dub” Warrior and First Lady Ethel
Warrior attending ceremonies with some
of their tribal members. The Nations
Flags will also be honored in the Grand
Entry. Angela Finley Molette (Tuscaloosa
Ohoyo) Black Warrior Woman Principal

Chief, United Tuscaloosa Band of
Choctaw & Chief Running Bear Molette
has requested those who wish to join
them for a pre pow wow dinner, to please
do so. The dinner has been scheduled for
May 03, 2018 at the Red Roof
Inn/Riverwalk Downtown San Antonio,
6:00 pm to 10:00 pm., and there is a
small dinner charge per individual
attending. Seating’s for this dinner are
limited, so if you wish to attend, you
must RSVP a.s.a.p. There will also be a
very Sacred and Special Ceremony presented as well, during the dinner/meeting
by the Principal Chiefs.
You may RSVP to:
thomi_lee_dsgnr@yahoo.com
Please, follow us on Facebook “the
Warren Perryman Foundation for Native
American Research, Nde” for further
information. For those that will be

attending the pow wow from out of
town, there has been several rooms
blocked at the Red Roof Plus/Riverwalk
Downtown, therefore, if you are interested in obtaining one of these rooms,
please contact the Red Roof
Plus/Riverwalk Downtown and pay for
your room accommodations a.s.a.p... Be
reminded for those first time attendees:
Pow Wow’s are very Spiritual Celebrations
and “Not Entertainment”. Respect ALL of
those involved, at ALL times.

BLUE MOUNTAIN TRIBE
“ALL OUR RELATIONS”
CD & Downloads at www.bluemountaintribe.com
Downloads also available on iTunes
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, and Google Plus
© All Rights Reserved,
bluemountaintribe@hotmail.com

WEALTH BUILDERS NETWORK
is truly about helping people to be Educated of
how to Acquire TRUE WEALTH, Free Silver, Gold
Platinum Coins, and Digital E-Currency!

Go to:
tIUUQXXXXCOFTCJ[
tIUUQXCOFTGVFMDPJOTXFFCMZDPN

For Room Accommodations Contact:
Red Roof Plus
1011 E. Houston St.
San Antonio, TX 78205
Organization Name: Pow Wow
Tel. (210) 229-9973
Ask for: Mandy Martinezmmartinez@redroof.com

A Feasible Project for the Salton Sea
A Presentation on March 29, 2018
Robert Xavier Betancourt Junior of
Indian Sailability and author of Project
Salton Sea offered a vision to a group at
a presentation at DAS North Shore Yacht
Club, Imperial Irrigation District
Building 1235 Broadway El Centro
California.
Mr. Betancourt began with a summary
of a proposed project which would
include the old bait shop being converted into a grocery store run by Native
Americans under the Boots to Business
program. The old bait shop would be
converted to a Grocery Store to provide

a food and distribution center. The yacht
club which was given to the Desert
Regional Recreational District could be
part of the 501 3 C sponsor as a
“GLAMPING” center composed of
YURTS with the facilities such as laundry
and water storage, affordable housing a
passive solar system. This and many
more sustainable and futuristic concepts
were outlined by Betencourt and his
associates which include Bob Mooris
CEO of Environmental Solutions
International South Africa. They are
eager to gain support to implement these
concepts. Contact: Robert Betencourt
abaadskpr@gmail.com

For advertising opportunities contact: BLACKROSE COMMUNICATIONS
&NBJMSEBWJT!BPMDPNt8FCTJUFXXX*OEJBO7PJDFTOFU

(619) 534-2435
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WHEN SPIRITS VISIT: A Collection of Stories
by Indigenous Authors
Review by Dr Dawn Karima

“WHEN SPIRITS VISIT contains writings involving spiritual ancestors, guides,
messengers, irritants and dream gifters,”
Marijo Moore explains, as she shares her
purpose for editing this recent anthology.
Gifted writers fill the pages of this paperback volume, sharing their spiritual
insights and experiences. Indigenous
heritage permeates this publication and
penetrates its pages.
Paranormal phenomena appears in
popular mainstream culture, yet this
book offers a uniquely Indigenous perspective on psychic happenings. Editor
Marijo Moore has compiled variegated
tribal voices, diverse writing genres and
an assortment of experiences into a
cohesive, curated book. Creative non-fic-

tion, poetry, prose, personal experience
and fiction each contribute depth and
feeling to this collection.
Addressing a topic that may evoke
skepticism in many potential readers
requires a thorough and conscientious
approach. Moore has assembled a stunning array of talent in this text. Denise
Low, the Second Kansas Poet Laureate, is
Lenape/Munsee. “Jackalope Starts a
Memoir” demonstrates the intersection
between family stories and familiar spirits in Low’s short piece. Koyukon
Athabascan author Phyllis Fast draws on
her life as she moved from Alaska to
Whibdy Island, Washington. As she
struggled to adjust to “yet another place
to live,” Fast met a spirit that stirred her
to start to paint and to show those paintings as part of her new home. “Nabiita,

Discussion on UN Sustainable Goals
by Vanessa Smith

On Sunday January 21, a global
forum was conducted by the university
students of ASEZ at San Diego State
University. ASEZ, a global group of university students from the World Mission
Society Church of God, hosted a forum
to discuss the importance of the United
Nation’s sustainable development goals
(SDG’s) in today’s society. The global

forum featured distinguished guests from
the City of San Diego, University of
California, San Diego, San Diego State
University and the United Nations
Association. The United Nations SDG’s
are 17 global and common goals that
became effective by the signatures of the
heads of 197 countries at the UN
General Assembly in 2015.
“In order to live a happy life leaving
no one behind, which is a principle of
the UN Sustainable
Development Goals,
non-discriminatory
policies and worldwide cooperation is
mandated”, stated
student speaker
Alexander Smith.
Several distinguished
guests were touched
to see how passionate the university
students are to
improve society
through their
humanitarian efforts.
The event concluded
with the signing of
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healing medicine of the sweat lodge in
the process of recovery and sobriety.
Other noteworthy writers fill these
pages with evocative imagery, including
this review’s author. Spanning tribal affiliations, historical periods, time and season, literary style and spiritual beliefs,
WHEN SPIRITS VISIT impacts the
canon of Native Literature by treating
spiritual encounters with respect and by
suspending disbelief. For those that
adhere to interacting with spirits as part
of their reality, this book provides a community of believers. For those who
doubt the presence of spirits in earthly
life, this book still proffers engaging
prose and lively reading. WHEN SPIRITS
VISIT represents a useful addition to
libraries, spiritual exploration groups,
book clubs, academic reading lists, curriculum and personal reading.

the memorandum of understanding,
expressing that each participant would
cooperate and make efforts to implement
the UN’s sustainable development goals
to improve today’s society.
The university students of ASEZ have
signed MOU’s with officials representing
Malaysia, Philippines, Argentia, India,

Brazil, Mongolia, South Korea and other
nations throughout the world. The students of ASEZ express their passion to
enhance a humanitarian view of not only
university students, but people of all
walks of life through the global forum,
thus actively pushing forward its works
in the new year of 2018.

Compiled and Edited by Marijo Moore.
Asheville,NC: Renegade Planets
Publishing,2016,133 pages. ISBN#
9781523299713
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A House Spirit,” chronicles her journey
of self-expression, spurred on by a spirit.
Assiniboine/Nakoda playwright
William S. Yellow Robe, Jr. is the author
of “Spirits R Us.” The Fort Peck
Reservation Native blends humor into
his account of spirit animals and
shamanism in the New Age. A delightful,
provocative piece results from his
insightful ability. Similarly, shamanism
centers the story by Evan Pritchard,
“Blessings from a Bird” presents the
Mi’kmaq/Celtic author’s interpretation of
transition, loss and animal guides.
Dakota/Lakota Culturalist Lois Red
Elk weaves words and traditions into
“House of Portals.” The standout story in
this collection pivots on the pairing of
eagle and hawk, as well as the lives of
the Elders and Ancestors. Jim Stevens is
a Seneca/German writer who delivers a
powerful piece named, “Ten Days in
June.” “Coosewoon’s Blue Vision” is
Clifford Trafzer’s contribution to the collection, a dynamic discussion of the
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Brothers and Sisters of the Sun San Diego

from Las Vegas/Nevada

by Kena Adams

Crear “Unofficially” Takes Ward 5 Seat
Ward 5 special election was held
March 27, 2018 for the empty Ward 5
Las Vegas City Council seat. The candidate elected will serve the 15 months
that was left upon the resignation of
Ricki Barlow this January. “Unofficially”
Cedric Crear, appointed by Barlow to the
City Planning Commission, has seemed
be the favorite of Ward 5 residents with
627 votes. Former Assemblyman
Harvey Munford and Shondra SummersArmstrong took 17% of the vote with
Shelia Collins and Joe Mitchell taking
10%. Only 6% of Ward 5 voters
showed up to vote, an absolute blow to
the people that did take the time to vote

and ensure Ward 5 would be taken care
of properly. Munford and Crear still
plan to run in 2019 for the Ward 5 seat,
with Crear now as the incumbent. The
official swearing in will be April 18th at
the Las Vegas City Council meeting.
After reading the RJ article dated March
27, 2018, it seems that the choice has
been made unofficial or not. Some say
there is bias and Crear was selected
before any campaigning began. If we
don’t show up to vote then I guess we
can’t complain, all we can do is hope for
the best and wish Mr. Crear good luck in
making good decisions for Ward 5 for
the next 15 months.

Tidbits…….
#dontbombthebighorn the Paiute
Nations in So. Nevada continue to fight
for their ancestral sites, the bighorn
sheep and ancient medicinal caves within an area Nellis Air Force Base wants to
use for ballistic testing. Use #indianvoices to share information with our
readers. #powertothepolls is all about
people of color voting and entering the
political arena, remember if you don’t
vote you have no say in the community
you live in. This next tidbit comes from
Las Vegas resident Jamila Jackson who
submitted a poem for our readers:

Internal
Standing on top of a mountain
When the wind hums through my soul,
In lands so far away
Time cannot be told.
In the dirt I stomp my feet
To the rhythm of the wind,
In grass I stop and eat
Nature’s most authentic blend.
The rain flows to the lakes
Where my people go to cleanse,
The Earth is free, our land is home,
And life will never end

Business of the Month

Fish Cage
Welcome to Fish Cage, Indian
Voices business selection for the
month of April. This black owned
business is thriving and looks to stay
in business for quite some time. Fish
Cage is a family owned business and
is located on 3940 Martin Luther King
Blvd in Las Vegas Nevada. The Cage
family are Las Vegas Natives from the
Historic Westside of Las Vegas.
Owners Tina, Earl and Jireh have
been an active part of this community
since their father, whom also owned
many Las Vegas businesses, made his
home here in Las Vegas many years
ago. Fish Cage opened in June 2017
but suffered a terrible loss when they
suddenly lost their brother and coowner Jireh Green. Earl and Tina
Cage work hard each day to keep the
memory of their brother alive through
this business. They offer a taste of
down south with their poor boys and
homemade banana pudding, let’s not
forget the Kool-Aid to wash it all
down. Support this black owned
business today with some delicious
deep-fried catfish. Good luck to
many more years of success.

The Brothers and Sisters of the Sun
prepare for their San Diego Annual
Dance. Chapters from as far as Seattle
will be gracing San Diego with its presence to celebrate over 25 years of black
history and motorcycle culture. This is a
tradition, more than 2 decades strong of
true brotherhood and unity. A place to
turn to escape gangs, drugs, and the violence of the streets. The “black” motorcycle culture offers quite a bit to any
community they enter. For example, the
LA Chapter has been in the same clubhouse for more than 20 years. Within
this period, they have helped their surrounding community with food drives,
toy drives, holiday turkeys, events for
children and offered a place to go for
our young men and women to socialize
positive manner. The San Diego Chapter
will celebrate it’s 25th Annual dance the

3rd week of April. Jazz is the President
of the San Diego Chapter and states, “We
are proud to have served San Diego
County and members of the motorcycle
community.” The San Diego chapter
participates yearly in many events such
as the San Diego Christmas Toy Run,
provide the homeless community with
blankets and toiletries, and have sponsored holiday dinners to those of the
community in need for more than 2
decades. It’s time to shed real light on
the impact this group has offered to
Southern California. A positive impact
no matter how main stream media continues to only report the bad things that
may happen, which is not a frequent
event. And there’s always two sides to a
story and Indian Voices is here to give
you the 2nd and real side of the “black”
motorcycle culture and community.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Mrs. Louise Francis Varner Duncan
The world has experienced a transforming loss. The passing of this wonderful dynamic and spiritual
woman leaves an emptiness begging to be filled.
Louise Duncan sculpted a life
and family that reflected all that is
good about being a human on this
planet, and wrapped it with a
strong ribbon of love.
Her family and extended family
are bonded with a thread of
indigenous intelligence that reflect
her positive, loving determination.

It is a practice that the creator encourages.

t-JWFTUSFBNJOHXPSMEXJEF
www.palatribe.com or the TuneIn.com
app for i-Phone or Android
t/BUJPOBM/BUJWF/FXT.'BBOEOPPO
t/BUJWF"NFSJDB$BMMJOHMJWFBUB.'
t1BMB5PEBZMPDBMOFXTBOEFWFOUT.'
at noon
t/BUJWFNVTJDCMPDL4BUVSEBZNPSOJOHT

t3F[3BEJP3FHHBFOJHIUMZQ
t0ME5JNF3BEJPTIPXTGSPNUIFT
TBOETOJHIUMZBUNJEOJHIUBOE
Sunday afternoons.
t3F[3BEJPNVTJDNJYPGDMBTTJDSPDL DPVOUSZ TPVM CMVFT
native and reggae 20 hours daily.

CONTACT US AT 91.3@PALATRIBE.COM TO SUBSCRIBE TO OUR
FREE PROGRAMMING CALENDAR AND DAILY E-NEWSLETTER

MASPAZ AQUAPONICS
Aquaponics and Natural Gardening Solutions

4HIS WEB SITE IS DEDICATED TO THE PROMOTION AND PRESERVATION
OF THE +UMEYAAY CULTURE +UMEYAAYCOM TELLS THE STORY FROM
THE +UMEYAAY PERSPECTIVE AND IS THE PREMIERE SOURCE FOR
+UMEYAAY )NDIAN INFORMATION
6ISIT US AT KUMEYAAYCOM
%MAIL LARRY KUMEYAAYCOM

Design, installation and
maintenance for gardens and
aquaponic systems

Alastair Running Bear
(760)421-4887
www.maspazaquaponics.com
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“Singing Our Way to Freedom”
by Mark R. Day

When the lights dimmed at San
Diego’s Logan Library on March 18, local
residents settled down to watch a documentary film called “Singing our Way to
Freedom” on the life and work of
Chicano musician, Ramon “Chunky”
Sanchez and his band, Los Alacranes
(the Scorpions).
Sanchez, a beloved singer and culture
worker, drew cheers, tears, and
“vivas!” from at the community screening, many of whose members had closely followed his career from his early days
as a student at San Diego state until he
passed away on October 28, 2016. His
wake was held at the Centro Cultural de
la Raza in Balboa Park.
I first met Chunky back in the late
1960s when I served as chaplain / organizer with the United Farm Workers in
Delano California. He came from a farm
worker family in Blythe, California. His
musical talent blossomed when he
attended San Diego State University
where he wrote “Chicano Park Samba,” a
song dedicated to the people’s struggle
for the city’s Chicano Park which at that
time was destined to become a Highway
Patrol substation.
Chunky’s story was a life-long quest
for his own identity and a place in the
sun for his people. More than 40 years
after I first met him, my co-producer
Paul Espinosa and I interviewed him for
our documentary, “Singing Our Way to
Freedom.”
“My first day of school was traumatic

Ramon “Chunky” Sanchez

for me,” said Sanchez. “I was scared. I
didn’t speak a word of English. I was
ashamed of the burrito my mother
packed for my lunch, so I went out back
to eat it. And before you knew it, the
teachers were calling me Raymond
instead of Ramon. Maria became Mary,
and Jose became Joe.”
“They didn’t quite know how to
rename Facundo. How do you give him
a nickname?” That drew raucous laughter from the film’s audience
“I began to realize, over time, that
music knows no borders,” he said, referring to the folk songs he made famous:
“Picket sign,” “Mexico-Americano,” “El
Corrido de Joaquin Murrieta,” “Linda
Chicana,” “The Bilingual Corrido,” and
many others.
I recall videotaping an Alacranes concert at the Imperial Valley Fair in El
Centro. Chunky, his brother Rick,
harpist Guillermo Gonzalez, and guitar-

Lockhart & Associates
Office (702) 735-1181
Msg. (702) 624-9502

ron player “Guerro” Don Knapp sang
and played a song Chunky wrote called
“Rising Souls.” It’s about the value of
sending barrio youths to college, not to
prison.
“We got to educate, not incarcerate,
so that humanity can shine,” sang
Sanchez. When he told the audience
that the state of California was building
more prisons than colleges, that it was
time to send our youths to Penn State
rather than to the state pen, there was a
ripple of laughter, then applause.
Early in his career, Sanchez had to
make some tough choices. When the
Teatro Campesino offered to pay the way
for the Alacranes to play back up for
them on a European tour, Chunky had
to pass because of family commitments.
A relatively unknown band called “Los
Lobos” went instead. That helped catapult them to fame.
There are many fascinating sequences
in this hour and twenty minute documentary. One of my favorites is when
Los Alacranes made their first record
album. They wanted a catchy cover, so
they asked their friend Memo Cavada, a
photographer, to take a picture of them
crossing the border fence, well, illegally.
“We thought that any fence would do,
and then I said ‘No! It has to be the real
fence!’ As his fellow band members tell
the story, they traveled to the border and
found a stretch of the fence they could
cross. As Chunky struggled, attempting

to hand the instruments down to the
U.S. side, he spotted a Border Patrol
vehicle coming at them at break neck
speed.
Said Sanchez, “When the border
patrolman approached the fence, he
yelled out: ‘Chunky, is that you? What
are you doing up there?’ Well, he was
an old classmate of mine from Blythe,
Calif. named Ramiro. We broke out
some beers from our cooler and shared
it with him.’”
Then there is footage of Chunky’s visit
to Mexico City in 1973. Singers and
musicians from all over Latin America,
including Mercedes Sosa and Gabino
Palomares, gathered at El Azteca stadium for a memorable concert. They
asked if anyone could represent the
Chicano movement, and Chunky volunteered, singing before the multitudes.
“That was a fabulous trip,” he said.
We visited the Teatro Mascarones and
the famous pyramids at Teotihuacan. I’ll
never forget standing on the top of the
Pyramid of the Sun, raising my arms to
the gods. It was incredible.”
“Singing Our Way to Freedom” will
screen at several locations around San
Diego and beyond, as well as on KPBSTV.
Mark Day can be reached at:
mday700@yahoo.com
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The Ancestors Still Talk: Lessons from the
Blythe Intaglios
by Norrie Robbins

I took the opportunity to
visit the intaglios/geoglyphs
along the Colorado River,
particularly near Blythe,
California. These are giant
figures created in the distant
past, some as long as 105 ft
and visible on Google Earth.
As I was told, they were created by the Halchidoma people, who lived along the river
before they left to join their
Tohono O’odham relatives in
the 1740s as the Southern
Paiute were being displaced
southward by the
Euramerican invaders. The
figures are of people (anthropomorphs), animals
(zoomorphs), and geometric
designs. These were created
by moving away rocks that
are coated black with a manBlythe intaglio (55) Anthropomorph RIV-14
ganese oxide mineral.
Only the ancestors knew
the meanings of the figures. But it is our and off roaders for over 40 years. One of
the largest anthropomorphs got caught up
in a bizarre story—in
the 1950s, a Boy Scout
troop was encouraged
to clean it off. They got
awarded for this desecration, with badges,
articles about them, and
proud parents. Thus
for the rest of time,
parts of this ancestor is
gone. As we looked
north out towards a
mountain now called
Boundary Peak, we saw
a rock feature that looks
like a straight column.
The anthropologist
Blythe intaglio (101) RIV-870 circle
shared that the Mohave
people call it the rod of
the Creator or his son, Mastomho, who
job to protect them. The trip was led by
used it to carve the Colorado River. As
Daniel McCarthy, an anthropologist who
we looked east, we saw the greenbelt that
has been fighting desecration by busiis now called the Colorado River.
nesses, local, state, and federal officials,
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CREEK FREEDMEN
DESCENDANTS SOUGHT
Muscogee Creek Indian Freedmen Band
is seeking the descendants of Creek
citizens placed on the
Creek Freedmen Roll from 1896 to 1915.

If your ancestors were on this roll,
write P.O. Box 6366,
Moore, OK 73153
for eligibility information.

Call Francisa Rosales

4676 Market St. Ste. A-3, San Diego

Las Vegas Black Image
Kimberly Bailey
Support our Media Sister
2412 Santa Clara Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89104

For advertising opportunities contact: BLACKROSE COMMUNICATIONS
&NBJMSEBWJT!BPMDPNt8FCTJUFXXX*OEJBO7PJDFTOFU (619) 534-2435

Fernando
“Conqueror of Push Ups”
Ugtujan
Ninja Warrior from Manila Philippines

Penoy Pride Power
Check him out him on YOU TUBE
More to come on Fernando and his
progress in future issue of
Indian Voices
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Activism the Dopamine of Choice in
Southeast SD
Southeast San Diego is glowing with a
buzz of emancipation. Libraries, church
basements, living rooms, community
centers and larger venues have become
the village square with people talking
and teaching across the zip codes
Civics 101 dialogue creeps into discussions at sports bar settings, otherwise
dominated by basketball score babble.
The first amendment is alive and well in
Southeast San Diego with the “each one
teach one tradition.”
The decolonizing process is underway
as the spirits of Machiavelli, Fannie Lou
Hamer and MLK dance with the heroes
of the civil rights movement.
It is an exciting time. As the political
character of the area develops, opportunities abound for the ambitious to field
test their programs and personal agendas
while established organizations strive to
overcome perpetual dysfunction and
identity crisis. The ghost of Rodney King
calls out “Can’t we all just get along.”
The Women say YES WE CAN and
have taken the lead in nudging our collective consciousness toward the goal of
human liberation. The recent Black
Women’s March kicked off at Euclid and
Logan Ave with a spiritual ceremony
conducted by Native Scholar and
Activist Karen Vigneault educator and
elder from the Great Kumeayaay Nation,
the historical proprietors of this land.
This emphasized the bond of cultures.
The intricate human web of spiritual

connectivity, civic commitment and
sheer hard work is the “power of the
people.”
The Afrocentrism cultural virus is
spreading to a joyfully epidemic level.
People of Color are running for office
with vigorous confidence.
Waiting in the wings of this developing political scenario is the organizational tool and granddaddy of all movements, the Black Panther Party. The BPP
Is waiting for a cue from the Ancestors
to take center stage. Henry Wallace and
Patrick German are San Diegans with the
history, knowledge and historical perspective of this movement and are eager
to expand its influence. In the meantime
our local BAPAC chapter is thriving with
the enlightened spirit of Ellen Nash.
Positive indigenous energy waves will
soon be permeating the atmosphere as
Pow Wow season kicks in. Bro Hugh
and Mosque 8 continue to educate and
empower while exposing the hierocracy
interwoven into the city’s bureaucracy.
Makeda is working on developing
Afrofuturism and a decolonized world.
In the meantime the circle of life continues, babies are being born with a
smile and a tranquil gleam in the eye
suggesting that the civil rights movement
of the 60’s was a mere dress rehearsal for
their destined world.
That is all the medicine this community needs to launch. The Future is Now
One Love

Indigenous Peoples Media Breaking News
Ernie Salgado Jr. Soboba Band of
Luiseño Indians, champion of American
Indian Rights and traditional values has
announced that On May 1, 2018 we will
be publishing a new Southern California
Tribal newspaper that will be distributed
to all the tribes in So. Cal. The American
Indian Reporter. It will feature news from
all the tribes, Indian organizations and
the Urban Tribal Community. Indian
Voices is pleased to have the opportunity
to collaborate and resume our collective
energy toward strengthening Indigenous
news.

Authentic California Native American
Artifacts and Custom Jewelry
Contact for more information

619-419-4620

Adam A. Rodriguez
Juaneno Band of Mission Indians
abelrodriguez93@yahoo.com

WE DON’T HAVE GOVERNMENT
BY THE MAJORITY, WE HAVE
GOVERNMENT BY THE MAJORITY
WHO PARTICIPATE
★ Keep Calm and Get Out the Vote ★
★ It’s Your Country ... Vote ★
★ Stand Up Be Counted ★
★ Use Your Head ... Vote ★
★ Our Vote Your Voice ★
★ It’s in Your Hands ★
★ United We Vote ★
★Come Together ★
3!. $)%'/ "!0!# HOST A VARIETY
OF COMMUNITY EVENTS /UR MONTHLY
MEMBERSHIP MEETING IS HELD EVERY
RD 3ATURDAY FROM NOON TO  PM
-EETINGS ARE OPEN TO ANYONE
INTERESTED IN WORKING WITH US AND ARE AT THE
.EIGHBORHOOD (OUSE  3 ST 3T
3AN $IEGO #! 
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San Luis Rey
Bakery & Restaurant
Great prices, great
GPPE XBMLJOHEJTUBODF
to San Luis Rey
Mission

Mexican Pastry and Cakes
Great Breakfast
Amazing Food With a
Sweet Treat

490 N El Camino Real
Oceanside, CA 92058

Hours:
Mon: 9am-5pm
Tue: 6:30am-8pm
Wed: 6:30am-8pm

Thu: 6:30am-8pm
Fri: 6:30am-8pm
Sat: 6:30am-8pm
Sun: 6:30am-8pm

